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What Should My Essay Contain?

	Thesis
	An overview of your paper that previews the topics of your body paragraphs

	Topic Sentence
	A mini-thesis for the paragraph – the topic of the body paragraph. The TS is one aspect of your thesis that you will talk about in that specific paragraph.

	Details 
	Quotes, statistics, facts, and/or summaries from a direct source (like the novel you are writing about, the article you are using, etc.). Make sure that these concrete details are properly cited. 

	Description/ Commentary 
	Analysis, interpretation, explanation, or evaluation of your Detail. In your commentary, you show how your detail supports your thesis. Make sure that your commentary is YOURS. You should not simply rephrase or summarize your Detail as Commentary.  It should be unique and original! 





[bookmark: _GoBack]What are the Proper Ratios?
	You should strive for the following ratios of Commentary to Concrete Details:
	Subject
	Concrete Detail
	Pieces of Commentary

	English Language Arts
	1
	at least 2

	History
	2
	1

	Science
	at least 2
	1







